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another work, the glance of reproach that corrected the
failure, and the extreme sensibility with which it was long
retained. But she had an opportunity to retrieve her credit
with him, when they repeated the characters, on the 3rd of
June \ and she had the honour to support him on his third
appearance in Richard, which was by command of their
Majesties^, on the 5th of June. But, whatever he thought
of her, and whatever might be his intentions, he closed his
own brilliant career five days afterwards, in the character of
Don Felix, and left her to a dismissal, which had perhaps
been arranged some time before. Some little honour had
been paid to her in the bills of both these plays ; her name
looked something in them; and the style of announcing her
first appearance, in Mrs. Strictland and Lady Anne, augured
more present estimation than was retained by the new
management. How her noble patrons were appeased on
the occasion I know not. The actress felt herself to be
deeply injured, and retired from a scene that presented little
but mortification.

When Mr. Garrick resumed his performances after the
Christmas holidays, he announced his characters for the
last time; and drew very fashionable audiences to his Abel
Drugger, Sir Ant. Brainville, his Hamlet (which he acted
with his alterations), his Ranger, and his King Lear. The
fund for the benefit of the decayed actors was this last sea-
son doubly indebted to him; he performed Hamlet for them
on the 30th of May, and Don Felix on the loth of the
month following, his last appearance on the stage.

It has by many been supposed that MX. Garrick was
ungenerous and insincere with respect to Mrs. Siddons j that
he saw her vast talent, and from a mean jealousy threw it
into shade. But it may be fair to inquire what proofs he
had received of the possession then of that genius, which,
six years after, it was impossible to dispute ? He had seen
her in comedy; had we only seen her in comedy, who
among us would have presumed her tragic excellence, or
even discerned the beauties, which our love has since de-
tected, in certain characters in the train of Thalia? He
placed her by his side in Richard ; she herself acknowledges
alarm and confusion. How was he to anticipate in the